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simple glide through the tube with no measurable loss of slime or scale or any other physical
damage to the fish. In addition, studies have shown no significant stress impact on the fish.3

The system is designed to handle a number of different species. Whooshh has considerable
experience transporting a variety of fish species. Each Migrator tube is designed to handle a range
of fish sizes. For the initial target fish, Chinook, a minimum of three tube sizes are recommended.
This will ensure passage of the vast majority of adult and jack Chinook. A smaller tube may be
required for Sockeye fish passage. Therefore, a WPP three tube minimum system is being
recommended, however precise configuration requirements will need to be assessed based on
customer provided size data.

As the scope of the project increases over time to accommodate other species, additional tubes and
supporting equipment can be added as modules to the existing baseline installation to accommodate
other sizes of fish and/or significant increases in the number of fish requiring passage. Precise size
ranges anticipated should be confirmed before installation as tubes are sized by girth of target
species, not by weight.

It is assumed that the outflow from the base of the dam is sufficient to attract migrating fish to the
approximate vicinity of the passage structures. A short fish ladder will need to be constructed to
connect the tailrace water at differing stage heights to the location above the high-water line where
the Whooshh fish transport system is to be installed. Water from the ladder plus possible auxiliary
supply will serve to provide attraction flow for the fish in the vicinity.

At the top of the ladder, there should be a gallery or pool. From there the fish will enter a short
perhaps (20’-30’ in length) steeppass (provided by Whooshh) at the top of which is a flow box and
false weir. The false weir serves to partially dewater, and isolate each fish for transport. The partially
dewatered fish then slide down a wetted surface through a scanner (Whooshh FishL™ Recognition)
that will be used to count, size, and image each fish and direct them through sorting gates to a
transport lane sized for that fish. Each lane comprises an accelerator which acts as an airlock that
introduces the fish to an appropriate diameter transport tube which safely conveys the fish to its
destination.

A high volume, low pressure blower will be used to provide temperature controlled air at the
accelerator entrance to facilitate loading of the fish into the transport tube(s). The tubes are
lubricated by a water spray introduced approximately every 6 feet along the tubes providing a wet,
smooth, relatively friction free envelope along which the fish glide via the air stream. Temperature
inside the Migrator™ tube is regulated through the system to minimize thermal stress on the fish.
Temperatures of the motive air and lubrication water are maintained at approximate tailrace water
values to minimize any thermal effects on the fish.

Instrumentation tracks the velocity of each fish being transported, and controls are used to
decelerate the fish to an appropriate speed for entry into the lake. At the distal end of the tube the
fish are directed through an appropriate re-entry device that delivers them safely and correctly
angled for reentry into the water at speeds typically below 20-25 feet per second. At the exit end, the
fish travel through the water to approximately 2 fish lengths within which they regain full control and
start swimming post transport. It is recommended that the fish exit into water that is a minimum of 3
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feet in depth, and that there are no obstacles in the water within 6-8 feet of the re-entry point. It is
anticipated that these requirements will be readily achieved at the sites being considered.

Ancillary components include several control cabinets, the air temperature control and blower
components, and communications for remote monitoring. The transport tubes are typically routed
using tensioned cables, hangers/carriers and towers.

Power and pumped or gravity fed water supply of 25-50cfs for the ladder will need to be provided
externally by the other project implementors (i.e., Tribe, dam owner/operator). An assumption is
being made that the 25-50cfs ladder flows will provide sufficient attraction to the passage structures
as contemplated because this is consistent with the Chief Joseph Hatchery ladder which is very
successful at attracting Chinook. More detailed design and calculation may be needed in this area
for whatever passage technology is ultimately installed, and is outside the scope of this document.
Note that this pumped water requirement is somewhat independent of a Whooshh implementation —
if the fish are to be traditionally trapped and transported past the dams, a similar configuration will
likely be needed.

A smaller quantity of water is required for lubrication of the transport tubes (50gpm, approx. 6.5 ¢cfm
or 0.1cfs) and will also need to be provided by the other project implementers (Tribe, dam
owner/operators).. This water will need to conform to sediment load specifications and must be pre-
filtered to 5 micron maximum particle size.

Error! Reference source not found. summarizes the anticipated functional elements of the
preliminary proposed major design features for this concept.

Table 2. Summary of anticipated fish passage system functional elements

Project Element Function and Intent

Water pumps or gravity fed water supply Provides water to ladder (approx. 25-50 cfs) and steep
pass and false weir (approx. 10 cfs), also serves to
provide lubrication water for tubes (approx 0.1 cfs)

Entry ladder, vertical slot or similar Serves to absorb tailrace fluctuations and flows,
providing fish access to Whooshh Passage Portal

Entrance designed for adult salmonids Steeppass fishway from top ladder gallery to flowbox and
false weir entry to Whooshh Passage Portal (WPP)

Flow box Integrates additional flow required for steeppass with
smaller volume of water coming over false weir.

False weir Provides means to isolate and partially dewater fish prior
to transport

Scanning system “FishL Recognition System” used to image each fish and
provide size, species and other information to WPP. A
pictoral record along with timestamp, sizing data and
disposition (transport or return to tailrace) is logged for
every individual fish and can be used for reporting
purposes.
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